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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A decoding apparatus comprising: 
a X input means for inputting a bitstream obtained 

by codir\g a plurality of object data in units of 
objects dSJid multiplexing the coded data; 

b) separation means for separating coded data of 
each object^ from the bitstream; 

c) selection means for selecting a predetermined 
object from ^he plurality of objects contained in the 

10 bitstream; 

d ) decoding means for decoding the coded data of 
the object selected by said selection means and 
output ting object data; and 

e) synthesite means for synthesizing the object 
15 data decoded by said decoding means. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wher:^dCn 
the bitstream is a bitstream coingJ-y±fig with MPEG4, 

20 3 . An apparatijs^'^ccording to claim 1 , wherein 

the bit^^tf^eam input to said input means is 
scramb;i^9, and said input means comprises descrambling 
rans for descrambling the scrambled bitstream. 



An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
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the bitstream contains IPMP data that is not 
scrambled, \ and said descrambling means descrambles the 
scrambled bVtstream in accordance with the IPMP data. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 3, whereii 
said apparatus further comprises read means ^or 
reading descrambling data for descrambling the 
scrambled data, the descrambling data being sl:ored in 
an IC card, and said descrambling means descrambles the 
scrambled bitstream in accordance with tl;;^e descrambling 
data read by said read means. 
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6. An apparatus according to/claim 1, wherein 
said apparatus further comprises read means for 

reading selection data for se^fjfecting the object, the 
selection data being stored^ in an IC card, and said 
selection means selects tfhe predetermined object from 
the plurality of objec;t:s in accordance with the 
selection data read ny said read means. 

7 . An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the plur^ity of objects include at least a video 

object. 
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8. /An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein 
ttte plurality of objects include at least an audio 
object. 
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9, An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein 
the plurality of objects include at least scene 
description obj ect < 

10. An apparatus according to cla^ifn 1, further 
comprising 

monitor means for monitoringr^ the object data 
synthesized by said synthesis/means. 

11. An apparatus ajzfcording to claim 1, further 
comprising 

communication/means for performing data 
communication wi/xh an external device, said 
communication/device transmitting, to said external 
device, in^rmation representing that the bit stream is 
decoded . 

-2. An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein 
said communication means performs data 
j^ommunication through the Internet. 



13\ A decoding method comprising the steps of: 
inpNjtting a bitstream obtained by coding a 
plurality \pf object data in units of objects and 
multiplexing the coded data; 

separating coded data of each object from the 
bitstream; 
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^elec-ting a predetermined object from the 
pluralxtty of objects contained in the bitstream; 

decoding the coded data of the selected object and 
outputtiAg object data; and 

synthesizing the decoded object data. 

14. A computer-readable storage medium which 
stores a program, said program comprising steps of: 

a) input! processing of inputting a bitstream 
y 10 obtained by cciding a plurality of object data in units 

of objects and\ multiplexing the coded data; 

b) separation processing of separating coded data 
of each object tfrom the bitstream; 

c) selection processing of selecting a 
15 predetermined obgect from the plurality of objects 

contained in the pit stream; 

d) decoding processing of decoding the coded data 
of the selected object and outputting object data; and 



e) synthesis processing of synthesizing the 
ta.\ 



20 decoded object data 



